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BREEZ Y SAVOIR FA IRE  

IN C ABO SAN LUC AS

Basket weave openwork,  
embroidery-like stripes, and  

rosy fringe bring all the  
couture details.

Mendoza fabric, Élitis. • Paseo  
Regency-style umbrella, Santa Barbara 
Designs. • Nusa teak lounge chairs, RH

RIVIERA
ESCAPE

But which one? A flurry of new outdoor furniture and accessories conjures 

the world’s most alluring idylls, from Mexico to the Mediterranean.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY TUG RICE  •  PRODUCED BY RACHAEL BURROW

WRITTEN BY ELLEN McGAULEY
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& DEC  O

ARCHITE 
S U M M E R  T H O R N T O N 

S W I N G S  O P E N  T H E 

D O O R S  T O  H E R  P I N K 

S AY U L I TA  V I L L A 

•
A  R E S T O R E D 

O A X A C A N  E S TAT E 

B E C O M E S  A  S T I R R I N G 

STUDY OF CR AFT AND  

C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A R T 

•
L AU R A  K I R A R 

AWA K E N S  A  R O M A N T I C 

17 T H - C E N T U R Y 

H AC I E N DA  I N  M É R I DA   

•
R U B Y  R E D  G L A M O U R 

L I G H T S  U P  A  M E X I C O 

C I T Y  C O N D O 

•
I N S I D E  T H E  K I P S  B AY 

D E C O R AT O R  S H O W 

H O U S E  PA L M  B E A C H 
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C  ORATION 

 CTURE  
At Casa Rosada in Sayulita,  
a sunken living room with 
inviting seating areas catches 
Pacific breezes off the vein- 
cut travertine pool deck. 
Stool cushion fabric, Jasper. 
Design, Summer Thornton

PHOTOGR APH BY  

ANNIE SCHLECHTER

ST YLING BY  

MIEKE TEN HAVE 
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Architecture & Decoration

CASA ROSADA IS LOOSE AND OPEN,  REFLECTING

A SENSE OF ADVENTURE AND WHIMSY  AND

THE IDEA OF ‘WHY NOT?’”  — S U M M E R  T H O R N TO N

Exquisite Mexican craft in the 
form of a carved parota wood 
coffee table anchors each of  
the sunken living room’s seating 
areas. OPPOSITE: A pair of pool­
side loungers is shaded by a 
scalloped sage pool umbrella 
(Santa Barbara Designs).
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Conversational seating awaits in the large sunken living 

room, where “you can hear the ocean and feel the sea breeze.” 

Anchoring both arrangements is a custom coffee table crafted 

from a local wood that easily withstands salt and humidity 

and dubbed Tortuga for the turtles that nest and hatch on the 

beach directly in front of the house. Shades of ochre, dusty 

green, deep jade, and the all-over easygoing pink reference 

hues that repeat throughout the region and tropical landscape.

Summer thinks of the look as inspired by Mexican architect 

Luis Barragán at the beach. “Casa Rosada is loose and open, 

reflecting a sense of adventure and whimsy and the idea of 

‘why not?’” And like the butterflies that flutter in through the 

open-air layout, this lightness of spirit finds its way into each 

of the home’s bedrooms. Through romantic arched corridors, 

beds stand as works of art, adorned with tassels and shell carv-

ings and red coral in color-coded sanctuaries ranging from 

deep jade to dusty plum. In one suite an outdoor chukum tub 

is shrouded in bougainvillea; another bedroom steps out to a 

private sunbathing area. “I didn’t want it to feel like there was 

one glorious bedroom and the rest are little afterthoughts, so 

each of them has a little something special,” Summer says.

As the sun sets and she and guests gather around the 

dining room’s  16-foot-long table, two gold leaf chandeliers 

dangle like wondrous low-hanging palm branches. These are 

already turning a beautiful copper green from the salt air. 

This, too, is a slice of Summer’s fantasy. “Vacation homes are 

different from everyday life—they’re built around play and a 

strong sense of place,” she says. 

Casa Rosada is indeed a home with a soul, adds García. “In 

the evenings, when you’re sitting in the dining room having 

dinner and you look out toward the patio with the water falling 

in the fountain and the lights in the palm trees, you feel like 

the spirit of the house lives right there.” ✦


